
Tree of the Quarter:  Flame Willow (Salix Flame) is a 

cultivar of the White Willow.  It is a fast-growing large 

shrub, adding 2õ-6õ a year in growth under optimal condi-

tions.  Leaves are narrow, lancet-shaped, finely toothed 

with a light green color.  In the autumn, the color changes 

to a shade of yellow.  The real beauty of the Flame Wil-

low is expressed in the cold winter months.  The stems are 

a vivid red to orange-red, and provide a bright splash of 

color in the otherwise dull greys and whites of winter.  

The brightest stem color occurs on new growth, so coppic-

ing in the late winter can ensure vivid color for the next 

winter.   

Flame Willow grows best on moist sites, and will not grow well on droughty sites.  Full sun 

is recommended for best growth.  Flame Willows make an excellent privacy screen for 

homes and farmsteads.  In addition, the fast growth rate makes it a prime candidate for 

new home shelterbelts.  Flame Willow can be included in machine plantings or purchased, 

bare-root, from the Cass County Soil Conservation District.    

Outdoor Heritage Fund Program Updates 

The SCD, for the second year,  has been fortunate to have received another 

Outdoor Heritage Fund grant through the North Dakota Industrial Commis-

sion.  The Cass County Cover Crop Project (4CP) was very successful in 

2018, cost-sharing over 2,500 acres of cover crops!  This program will again 

be available for 2019 for first -time cover crop users only.  If qualified, users 

are eligible for 60% reimbursement of the seed cost.  Interested parties can 

contact Watershed Coordinator Eric Dahl for an application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another exciting conservation opportunity afforded to Cass County by an 

OHF grant is the Cass County Windbreak Planting Initiative (CWPI).   Tree 

plantings, such as field windbreaks, wildlife, and riparian plantings are eligible 

for 75% cost-share.  This is a great program to get woody habitat on the land-

scape.  As with most grant opportunities, money is limited.  If you are interest-

ed in diversifying your landscape with trees, contact us soon! 

http://cassscd.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 
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�9�� The District worked closely with our partners NRCS and FSA in setting up EQIP, and CSP contracts that involved either tree 

plantings or grass plantings.  In addition, the Cass County Windbreak Planting Initiative (CWPI) proved very popular.  The Dis-

trict was also fortunate to plant trees through a TCAP grant from the North Dakota Forest Service.  We would like to thank all the 

cooperators in the county for giving the District the opportunity to apply conservation to their land.  The District assisted these 

cooperators in planting over 230,000 LF of trees and installed over 184,000 LF of weed barrier.  Almost 75,000 trees were planted 

in Cass County in 2018. 

�9�� Our Eco-Ed outdoor educational program was held at the Embden Community Center on September 20th. 155 students from 

Central Cass School and Ben Franklin  braved the rainy weather while rotating through the five stations: Water Quality, Wood-

lands, Prairie, Wetlands, and Soils. The Red River Zoo finished the day off with a wonderful presentation.  

�9�� Maple River Watershed Project is open for sign-up and we are continuously accepting cost-share applications for management 

practices in the Maple River Watershed. This is the first year of the Project so if you are interested in cost share, be sure to sign up 

for the 2019 growing season. Practices include livestock management, cover crop, grass and tree establishment, septic system reno-

vations, and more.    

�9�� The Urban Conservation program continues to expand. We took on many great projects throughout our community and held 

several community educational workshops including the construction of rain barrels and compost tumblers,.  The Pocket Prairie 

Initiative, Community Garden Grant,  and Pollinator plantings continue to be poplar.  We are continuously accepting applications, 

so contact us today! 

�9�� In celebration of Arbor Day and Earth Week, the District, along with many community partners including Fargo Forestry, Fargo 

Park District, Audubon Dakota, and River Keepers, hosted four events. òòReforest the Redó, our largest event, allowed communi-

ty residents to participate in tree planting along the Red River to enhance the riparian forest. A pollinator garden was planted with 

the Fargo Park District, and educational workshops were done with Dakota Audubon.  All events were well attended and over 

10,000 trees were planted!  

�9�� In March, the District held the annual Ladies Ag Night at the Fargo Air Museum. The event featured Dr. Adnan Akyuz, North 

Dakota State Climatologist, as the keynote speaker.  Ladies Ag Night is a special event to show appreciation for all the ladies that 

are involved with agriculture in Cass County.  

�9�� The District participated in the Ag in the Classroom program which was held at the Red River Valley Fairgrounds.  This event 

educates approximately 2000 Cass County 4th graders on various agriculture and conservation practices. 

�9�� The District had a booth at the Home and Garden Show at the Fargodome. During this event, we meet many new people and 

discuss with them about the many services the District has to offer. 

�9�� The District had a booth at the Big Iron Farm Show. Big Iron gives us a great opportunity to discuss soil conservation with the 

producers that stop by the booth.  During the show we also displayed our tree planting equipment at our shop at the fairgrounds. 

�9�� The High Plains Reader featured the District in an article on Urban Conservation 

�9�� Operations Coordinator Jeffrey Miller wrote an Urban Conservation article for the 

June issue of Midwest Nest magazine. 

�9�� USDA awarded the Fargo Field Office (SCD and NRCS) with the 2018 Outstand-

ing Outreach Award. 

All in all, it was a very productive and busy year.  We look forward to working with 

producers and organizations to help Cass County continue to make strides in conserva-

tion! 
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Annual Report:  2018 was yet another 

great year for conservation in Cass County!  


