
Happy spring! I’m sure you are all anxious to get in the field and start spring’s work!  Many of you are 

finishing up calving season, while others are just getting started.  Spring has always been one my 

favorite seasons.  As a child, it meant baby calves, jumping in half frozen muddy puddles and picking 

crocuses in the nearby pastures.  It has been a cool spring so far. Hopefully, we will see some warmer 

temperatures soon.  We just finished up ranking EQIP applications for fiscal year 19.  We should hear 

soon if any of our applications will be funded.  There most likely will not be another EQIP batching 

period this year but you can sign an application at any time.  We have a CSP application batching 

period going on through May 10th.  CSP is a five year stewardship program where operators can make 

improvements to their land through various enhancements such as variable rate technology of nutrient 

application, planting cover crops or implementing a grazing rotation. There are many different practices 

and enhancements to choose from based on your farm’s resource concerns. Each year on April 22nd, 

Earth Day is celebrated around the world.  Earth Day was founded on April 22, 1970 by Gaylord 

Nelson, a senator from Wisconsin who thought an issue as important as our environment should be 

addressed.  The theme for Earth Day 2019 is “Protecting Our Species”.  On April 18th and 23rd, I will 

be visiting the Dakota Prairie and Lakota elementary schools to teach the students about honey bees.  

Each student will plant a sunflower seed to take home and replant in their yard for pollinators to enjoy. I 

always enjoy my time at the schools and am grateful for the good teachers and students we have here 

in Nelson County.  The Soil Health Workshop in March had a great turn out.  The speakers were 

interesting and hopefully the producers in attendance learned something.  You can check out some 

pictures and a write up inside this newsletter.  Many of our neighboring states have been battling 

flooding and loss of livestock.  The pictures and stories shared on social media are heartbreaking.  

When you are a livestock producer, your animals are not simply assets, but part of your family.  Many of 

our ND farmers donated hay and other supplies.  Farm Rescue, a wonderful organization right here in 

North Dakota, aided in the delivery.  I am proud to be a North Dakotan and I know if we were in need, 

our neighbors would help us in return. It’s what the Midwest is all about.  We are ready to get out in the 

field and get conservation on the ground.  Please let us know if we can assist you in your conservation 

goals.  Have a safe spring!          
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Land Changes 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you have 

picked up or dropped rented land from your 

operation, make sure you report changes to the 

FSA office as soon as possible. Please provide 

a copy of your deed or recorded land contract 

for purchased property or a copy of the rental 

agreement for rented land.  By providing this 

information now, FSA can provide the correct 

maps to use for reporting acres.  

Farm Bill Information 
USDA is currently developing policy and software 

for the programs under the Agriculture Improvement 

Act of 2018. FSA offices will be receiving this 

information and passing it along as it becomes 

available. In the meantime, USDA has developed 

two fact sheets highlighting what’s new and what’s 

changed. These fact sheets are available at 

www.farmers.gov/farmbill. Producers are 

encouraged to monitor Farmer.Gov regularly for 

updated information. 



5 STEPS TO BETTER SOIL HEALTH 

 

Nelson County Soil Health Workshop 

On March 26th, Nelson County SCD and NRCS held a Soil Health Workshop at the Pekin Community 
Center.  Jay Fuhrer, NRCS Soil Health Specialist spoke on soil health principles, Kevin Sedivec, NDSU 
Rangeland Management Specialist spoke on cover crop and bale grazing and Jeremy Wilson, Stutsman 
County producer spoke on regenerating soil with diversity.  There were over thirty people in attendance.  
Thank you to Stein Seed, CHS, Central Plains Ag Services, Tronson Grain, Huso Crop Consulting, Agassiz 
Seed and Farmer’s Union Oil of Tolna for sponsoring the event.   

           Jay Fuhrer speaking about soil health principles  Kevin Sedivec speaking on cover crop and bale grazing 

   Jeremy Wilson speaking on regenerating soils with diversity               Producers listening to the speakers 

2020 Tree Plantings 
 
It’s never to early to start 
thinking about tree 
plantings for the spring of 
2020.  Plantings are 
planned a year in advance 
to ensure proper site 
preparation as well as 
guaranteeing the desired 
species are available. 

SAVE THE DATE: 

LADIES AG 

NIGHT 

November 1, 2019 

Tolna Business & Event Center 

SunFlex 6’ Tree Tubes 
$6.00 

 
SunFlex 6’Tree Tube  

with 6’Stake 
$7.00 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All programs and services of the Nelson County Soil Conservation District are offered on a non-discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age or handicap. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family 
status.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at  
(202) 720-2600. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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